at S.LAwrE Nes Vang 
-In Loudon, the ſixth day: of Seprember,. .. 


| Anuo-Domini. 1655.. On the publick 
Feſtival of «the. Couy.. of. 


- SiLons I m——_ 


—— 
# +. - Gabe 


ET 4 ao 


W Path ſhodtd be 1 thin my own! C 


\xTibe: : Which, notwi 


3 M4 dee FE trulj:value;-yet T muſt confeſſe, 
the means of obtainivg it, are ſa contrary 
tomy prroate Pirts, that bad'it not been 
for thoſe importunities which fr-quently| 
afſaultedanceafie nirure;:I/hnald rather 
have choſen to have died childleſſe then 
to have endured the haxzards and incort 
-- wentenees:rhat. attend polterivy” in an 
 EvikAges But having neither. ODITH) 

dy nbr\lunanners o10ngh, ti:eny th: 

NE of wy Qunrred-nen, efpect- 

ally of 1 = me PrimeMa- 

oy ;-7 jo 


7 
ran inclnatrons:Hijd: ", 
bile: 3 owodeſt Worn ther firſt reen 
hg; \b amreadpro Bll army Burien, 
 and;am\atiraid $1 the danger ruf mytra- 
MIR & Bs vail 


. >. *%\ " 
Mo yy, 
on ' of þ L 
? if : o, Hg ; aL; . "of £ : i ” þ A p * . 


| 


- <= * «a; 
- LP 
__ : TO 
Cum 


thſtanding 14 2 pri-\ ! 


1y| vail, being as ſufficiently ſenſible of my 
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;.| rudeneſſe.of a Cenſorious Generation. 
Fe Which 15 a'work| yet more fearful to 
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of your Obedience to the Doftrine of 
10: \Love, T hat you can receivewith meck- 
F |neſle , the plaineſt truths of Religion ; 
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The Innocent Love-Feaſt. 


OR) 


A Sermon preached at S, Lawrence 
| Church in London the 6" day of September, 
Anno Dom. 1655, On the publick Fe- 

ſtival of the County of Hertford. 


1 Peter 4. the former part of the 8th Verſe. 


And above all things have fervent cha- 
rity among your ſelves. 


Eg Here was no ſolemn Feaſt under the Law with- 
MA! out a Sacrifice annexed: to ſhew 1ſrae!, that, 
Sl as Gods honour was the end, ſo Gods Grace 
SS2| and BenediRion was the life of all their publick 


| obſerve) private or perſonal Oblations were offered in fi- 


' ſons of Aarz ever ſounded the (ilver Trumpets of the San- a 66 
| tuary. Thus though the Charities and Hoſpitalities of pri- pg1.81.3, : 
vate Families, are not accompanied with theſe publick In- 
vocations : yet how decent it is to ſound the Trurpets of 
Gods SanRuary at the Feſtivall aſſembly of a whole Coun- 
trey, I need not ask you, who fo laudably praftiſe it? And 

p B ſeeing 


4d oo mood <tr gy ee In 


x Cor.9.27, 


Ifa,1,16. 


ſceing I that am one of the meaneſt of the ſons of Azr: 
am called to this religious Office, it will ill become me onfM 
this gaod day, to ſound in your ears the Alarmes of War 
but father, C beſt anſwering the end and defigne of this** 
Chriſtian Convocation,) The Triumphs of Peace, and careſ-4 
ſes of Chriſtian Charity. Which 1 cannot perform from a Be 
better band nor in better words, then in this pregnant Ex-AÞ 
hortation of the Apoſtle, now read unto you. Ard abovele 
all things have fervent charity among your ſelves. 'Gt 

The Contexture of which words with the precedent and'©' 
following verſes is not eafie to be diſcerned ; yet upon di-\0 
ligent obſervation, we may finde this Chapter to be a com 
pleat Platform or Scheme of the whole courſe of a Chri- 
ſtian, through which he muſt run in this life ; even from hi 
new birth, to the goal of his death and diſſolution ; fo 
ſo it begins, and fo it ends. The firſt ſteps he takes in thi 
Race, are in the duties of Mortification, which is that Suf-}” 
fering in the fleſh, mentioned in the fifth verſe. Not meant} 4 
of the Outward ſuffering in the Body by diſtreſſes or per- 
ſecutions ; for theſe ſufferings are towards the end of the! © 
Chapter, where he ſpeaks of the Fiery Trial, &c. But the} © 
Suffering of the fie is here the inward ſuffering, and bring-| | 
ing the body into ſubieftion (as S. Paul ſpeaks) by duties of| ® 
mortification ; the effe& whereof is a negative holineſſe or|/* 
ceaſing from ſin, which he enlargeth to verſe 7. Ut ſufficeth\ 4 
that we have ſpent the time paſt of our life in wantenneſſe , 
Iuſts, exceſſe of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable b 
idolatries, &c. } 

Now although this ceafing from ſin and »egative holineſſe | " 
may carry us along the former part of our journey, through | 
the duties of mortification ; yet after this progreſſe made, | © 
we muſt haſten towards the End, by a motion of another | ! 
nature, to wit, not only of Morrification, but of Vivification; | 1 
not onely ceaſing to do evil, but learning to do well, by en- 
creaſing ſpiritual graces in us, in all their variety and ex- | « 
cellency ; unto all which the Apoſtle ſpeakes from ver. 7. | | 
to the end of the Chapter. Exhorting to the practiſe of ho- | \ 
ly duties : For (faith be ver. 7.) now the end is at hand, yeare| ' 
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:-,,An0t in the beginning of your journey, and therefore you 
4 orimuſt not reſt onely in Ceaſing from fn; for theend is at band, 
7ar therefore you muſt do good and holy duties, of Sobriety and 
this Fiery, verſe 7. Be ſober and watch unto prayer ; of Love ver. 8. 
ref: Above all things have love or charity ; of Hoſpitality verſe 9. 
m a Be harborours one to another ; of miniſtring mutual Conſolation 
Ex..and Inſtruftion verſe 10. As every man hath received the gift, 
bovele let him miniſter, as good Stewards of the manifold grace of 

'Ged; and verſe 11. If any ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of 
God----that God in all things. may be glorified ; of Conſtancy un- 
der perſecutions, from verſe 12. to the end of the Chapter, 
T hink it not ſtrange concerning the fiery tryal ; verſe 16. If any 
; | 1an ſuffer as a Chriſtian let him not be aſhamed ; verſe 17. 
ol } #dgement muſt begin at the houſe of God, &'c. And laſtly of 
the z/timate reſignation even of their ſoules in ſuffering for 
Gods cauſe, verſe the laſt, Let rhews that ſuffer according to the 
will of God, commit their ſoules to him in well doing, as unto 4 
ant; faichf ul Creator. 

And thus you have ſeen how this Chapter containes an ex- 
the! aR platform of a Chriſtians race; in which my Text points at 
the! one of thoſe good duties, which the Apoſtle requires, of them 

ng that are not onely to ceaſe from iz, but to work righteouſneſs, 
; of) and that not ofthe leaſt account neither ; for after duties of 
- or | /obriety and prety it comes in with a But, T1p3 adyoy No, But 
-eth\ above all things have fervent charity among Jour ſelves. 
ſe,| Which (if we may make Diviſions in a Text of Love,) may 
ib/z\ be divided into Four Parts - 1. Here is the Duty it ſelf en- 
joyned, and that is Love or Charity, Have Charity. 2. Here 
eſſe is the /mportance of that Duty, Tlg3 miy]Juy, Above all things 
18h | have charity. 3. Here is the Qwalification or ( omplexion of 
e, | that Duty,” Azzmy ix74i, tranſlated, Fervent Chari:y. 4. Here 
her | is the Reciprocation of that Duty, &; iwnus, Among Jour ſelves. 
on; | But above all things have fervent charity among your ſelves. 
en<| Firſt the Duty it ſelf enjoyned is Love or Charity, Have 
ex. | Charity : which is not in this place 1. That Cardinal Grace 
7, | (as I may ſo call it) ſo highly extold by S. Pas 1 (or. 13, 
10- | which abideth in Heaven even after 7ongues, and Propheſies, 
- pa an 


and Faith it ſelf ; which in that place, is a comprehenſive 
name, including in it the perfeRion of all Graces and Duties 
both towards God, and towards our Neighbor, in which re- 
ſpeR it is ſaid Ry.13.10. That Love the fulfilling of the law. 
Neither Secondly, is this Love onely and meerly a Moral 
Love, arifingirom a complacency in a preſent good, found in 


Heathens and Unbelievers, and meer Natural Men, mentioned 
by our Saviour Matth. 5. 46. If ye love them, that love Jon, 


what reward have you? do not even the Publicans the ſame ? 
which 1s a Natwral affettion and not a Chriſtin grace, a Hu- 


mane paſſion and not a Religious duty. Neither Thirdly is this. 
Charity a bare Eleemoſynary Charity, of Almes and Good | 
deeds, which in a ſtri&t ſenſe is uſually called Charity,by attri- | 
buting the izw.rd affettion of the minde to the outward attion | 


of the hand; mentioned 3 Joh 6. 

But this Charity in my Text is a Dyvine grace and a Religi- 
ous duty, whereby we are to extend our bowels of love and 
Chriſtian compailion one towards another, not under the 
narrow relations of Kindred Ws riends, or Benef attors, but unto 
all in the common capacity of Religion, and that not upon 
any humane or natural deſignes, which love is meerly a mo- 
ral paſſion ; but onely for P:0 and (C hriftian exds and confi- 
derations ; which turns Nature into Grace, and a Humane 
Paſjton into a Chriſtian Aﬀecion, 

Which being thus deſcr.bed unto us from the Original, the 
Objett, and the End, by treating briefly of each of them apart, 
you will know ſufficient of the whole duty it ſelf. 

And Firſt for the Or:ginal of Chriſtian love; It is the 
grace of Gods holy Spirit: Indeed Love 1. As it is a paſſions 
of the Soul, ariſeth meerly from Nature; - which isan affeti- 
on placed originally in Man by the great Creator, whereby 
he takes complacency and content in the good things of the 
Creature which God hath made for him, without which all 
the bleſlings of this life were but in vain created, and were no 
more delicious to Man then to a Stock or Stone : That the 
pleaſant acceptation therefore of all Gods good things mighe 
not be loſt , did he indue Man with this natural affe&ion of 
Love. But Love asit 2. is an #nordinate paſſion ariſeth nor 
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ive {from Nature xa tals, but as corrupted and depraved by 
ties 7 $;z, whereby the ſoul is Preter inftitutum nature, carried be- 
re- | yond the mediocrity of natural appetite towards the creature, 
aw. and created bleſſings. While Man only loved the Creatzre, 
ral according to the Law of Nature, and God, according to the 
lin Law of God; then he loved it in a mean and in a moderate 
ned © ſubordination, to the love of God ; who was to be loved with 
'ouy | all our Might, Heart, and Srrength. But when as by finne 
e ? | Mans heart forſook his God, then that earneſt and zealous 
Tu- | love eAd ultimum poſſe before beſtowed upon the Almighty, 
his .| was irregularly added to that mean and moderate Fountain of 
od | love of the Creature according to the Law of Nature ; which 
tri- | great addition coming to the force of natural love, makes the 
ion | ſoules of all corrupt unregenerate men run over their old 
| banks towards the Creature, in a molt inordinate meaſure 
gi- | and a moſt irregular manner, loving the Creature from two 
nd ! violent inforcements, one from Nature, the other from Luſt. 
the Wherefore to endeavour toreform this violent paſſion, on- 
Ito | ly by Precepts of Morality, or Rules of Depraved Reaſon, or 
on | the like Philoſophick aides, will prove as great a folly, as to 
10- | ſet obſtacles in the midſt of a ſtrong torrent to prevent Inun- 
ſfi- | dation : they may perhaps give a check for a time, and make 
ne | luſt ſuſpend a while the atual exerciſe of her inordinacy ; but 
| In the mean while ſhe gathers ſtrength, and will, as ſoon-as 
| ever thoſe violent reſtraints be remitted (which cannot be 
rt, | perpetual) overflow our ſoules with the greater flood of con- 
| cupiſcence, and carry our hearts without poſſibility of reſiſt- 
he | ancedown the ſtream from God towards the World. So that 
2# | there is no means left to weaken thy torrext, and to keep it 
i- | within its due limits, but by dealing with the Fountain ; the 
| Heart muſt be changed and renewed,and the inclinations and 
1e | deſires of our ſoules muſt be altered, which thing is neither 
| in the power of Natwre, nor Reaſon, but only of the grace of 
Gods Spirit to effet, which is able to re-inkindle that religi- 
ie | ous love in our hearts, with which Man at firſt loved both 
| God and his Brother : which was the ground of S. Johns ex- | 
df hortation, I Ep. 4.7,% Let #4 love one another, for love ts of 
2. | God, andevery one that loveth i born of God ; God 1s love, ve*.d. 
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The original then of this religious loye is Gods 


m—_ 


the firſt part of the deſcription, 


Secondly, conſider the O5je:+ of this love, which 1s ſaid in / 
the deſcription to be extended, not onely to Kindred, Friends, 


or Benefattors, but unto All in the capacity and latitude of 


Religion. The generick, ObjeRt of all love is one and the ſame, 


and that is a preſet good either real or appearing : the vileſt 
wretch yet never loved evil Sb ratione mali, not as evil, but 


at leaſt under the appearance of good : Bur the Specifick Ob- 
jeRs are vaſtly different, nay, to ſhew the wonderful power | 


of Grace over Nature, their Objects are contrariant, and di- 
realy oppoſite one to another, Matth. 5.43,44+ In old time it 
was, thon ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate " Enemy ; this is 
the voice of Nature, and ofthe Old Manin t 

I fay unto you, verſe 44. which is the voice of Grace and 


Chriſt, Love your enemies, bleſſe them that curſe you, and do | 
good to them that hate you. Hence is it that the Scripture | 
makes no difference in Offices of love and mutual relief, be-_ 


tween Friend and Foe ; but he that in one Precept is called 


our £nemy, in the recital of the ſame Precept in another place : 


is called our Brother, and both to be loved and ſerved alike, 
as appears Exod. 23. 4. compared with Dext. 22.1. In one 
placeit is, If thine enemies Ox or his eAfſſe go aſtray, thou ſhalt 
ſurely bring it back: in the other, which is the recital of the 
ſame Law, it is, Thow ſhalt not ſee thy brothers Ox or his Aſſe go 
aſtray, but thou ſhalt in any caſe bring him back : So that, whe- 
ther he be Enemy, or Brother, it is all one in the eye of Reli- 
gion, and both to bealike beloved, ailiſted, and relieved. 


grace, which is | 


d 


eold time; But 


Which _—_— it be very ſevere to Nature, yet the | 
oV 


Chriſtian Law of love requireth it at our hands, never ſeeking 
to comply with, but to over-rule all our unregenerate affeRi- 
ons; in ſo much that a new man at his firſt converſion is in 
nothing more an Ephraimite, like a young Heifer unaccuſto- 


med and ſtrugling under the Toke of Grace, then in reſpe& | 
to thoſe impulfions and checks which Gods Spirit impoſeth up- | 
on mans Affe&:ons: For indeed if you obſerve the Law of | 
Grace and the Goſpel ; this contrariety is not found only in 


this oze affetion of Love ; butall the reſt of the paſſions, by 
the 
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the power and conſtraint of Grace, are notonly diverted but 
inverted, & turned cleer backward in their motions to objeRts 
diametrically oppcfice to their former. Thus for our Hatred, 
we muſt hate Father aud Mother, and Wife, and Children, and 
Brethren, & Siſters,and our own lives alſo, or we cannot be Chriſt s 
Diſciples, Luke 14-26. Next for our Joy, We muſt joy in per- 
ſecutions, reproaches, calamities, and be exceeding glad, Mat. 5. 
13, Nay, Leap for joy (oz:qnioars is Chriſts word in S. Luke 
chap.6.23.) when men hate you ard reproach you ; and ſoin all 
the reſt. Which althongh it may ſeem to be a very ſharp uſage 
of Nature, yet is it not without ſufficient reaſon and abundant 
compenſation ; in regard that by vertue of the divine Chimi- 
#ry of Grace, Good, even ſpiritual good is brought out of 
natural evils ; according to S. Panls word of conſolation, 
Rom.8.28. We know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, Even enemies, reproaches, and perſecuti- 
ons. Which is a Paradox to Nature, becauſe it is beyond her 
Ken or (omprehenſion : the Back.cannot feel any good in cold 
and »akedneſſe, nor the Belly in hunger and emprineſſe : and on 
the other ſide, they cannot apprehend there 1s any Evil in 
food and raiment ; and as they judge, ſo they love and ſo they 
hate : But Grace comes and findes Wantonneſſe in fulneſſe of 
bread; and Pride in gorgeous appare! : and on the other fide, 
it findes Humility in rags; Chaſtity, in hunger and abſtinence ; 
it findes Patience 6k afflitions ; triumphs under perſecu- 
tions; and thus they work together for the good of them 


| that love God. And thus much ofthe Objeft. 


Thirdly, conſider the Ezd of Chriſtian charity, which is 


. ſaid in the Deſcription to be, Not upon any humane or natural 


4 gne , but for pious and Chriſtian ends and conſiderations. 
There are three Stages of all Mans ations, Himſelf, his Bro- 
ther,and his God. Now 1. to love meerly for a mans own good, 
and upon ſelf intereſt, is baſely Carnal, nay *tis Erhnick; Do 
et even, the Heathen, the Publicans the ſame 2 Nay, *tis Bru- 
tiſh, for the Beaſts love their Feeder for his food ; but if he 
withholds his hand, and hunger begins to gripe thoſe Sava- 
ges, Exaſperatur mitigata torvitas, they flyein his face that 


nouriſhed them, and make a prey of their BenefaRor. And, 
econdly,, 
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Secondly, to love our Prother meerly for our Brother: ſake, had 


at beſt is but moral, in which reſpeX though Man even un- 

der depravation excels the bruit Beaſts, whoſe love (if I may Þll't 
ſo call it) reacherh no further chen the firlt ſort, loving all Tere 
things as they are agreeable or ſerviceable to their own ſenſi- he 

tive appetites: whereas this »z2ral love in Man, admits not of £ron 
ſuch mean mercenary reflections, and is beſtowed upon no 1w0! 
other conſiderations then the goodneſle, vertue, and merit +5 

of the perſon beloved, as a debt due to his worth & goodneſs, Þis. 
which is the love of Philoſophers, and that which is called {Ma 
eAmor Amicitie or Benevolentie ; the love of Friendſhip and VP 
Good-will - yet is this love as far below the duty of the Text, jdee 
and the affetion of true Chriſtians, as it is above the luſt of per! 
Beaſts and brutiſh Men. Thirdly therefore, there is another Jour 
ſort of love which is neither for our ow- ſakes, nor or Bro.. fled 
thers, but for Gods ſake, and that not only in obedience to HV? 
Gods Commandment of love, which is the Evangelick Law, ri 
and the New Command ; nor for the conſervation of the St4 
peace of Gods Church, which is fortified by love ; but alſo and #® 
principally, when it is beſtowed in conſideration of that ſþir;- {Era 
t:2al relation which our Brethren by grace have to God, as in- cox 
ſtruments of his praiſe, as Members, or as Miniſters of his JAN 
Church ; as parts of the howſhold of faith, &c. This is to love | * 
our Brother for Gods ſake : Or in our Saviours phraſe, when £0 


Mat,10,41,42 WE love a Diſciple in the name of a Diſciple, and a Prophet in ple 


the name of a Prophet, and a righteous Man in the name of a |v! 
righteows man, That is, when we love them under that re- Ha 
lation in which they ſtand towards God and Religion, which \fai 
ought to be ſo predominant in every good heart, that it I 
ſhould give Law and Rule to all inferior relations whatſoever, du 


whether Natural or Moral; in ſo much that ifever their in- 1/4 


tereſts ſtand in oppoſition, theſe ſubordinate indeerments ought }'# 
to be utterly ſuperſeded and negleRed, which is the rae 


pu 
our Saviour ſaith, That #nleſſe we hate father and mother, &c, JL 
we cannot be his Diſciples. There are but three ſorts of inferior G 
indeerments imaginable : Eicher the »at#ral endearments W 
of Blood ; Moral of Friendſhip; or Politickendearments of I 
neighbourheod, and commerce: and, as if the Holy Ghoſt |C 

had 


e had deſigned to-ſhew at once, the ſupremacy of this ſpirits- 
a- $a/ endearment of God and KRefgion above them all, I finde 
y all theſe Three expreſly ſuperſeded in oze verſe for the In- 
{1 tereſt of Religion and Honour of God, Exod.32.27. When 
3. the people ſinned in the matter. of the Goldex ("alf, Moſes 
of From God required the ſons of Lev: to gird every Man his: 
o {word to his ſide, and Slay every man his Brother, every man 
it þis Companion, ad every man his Neighbour. Every Man 
5, this Brother, there's the natural endeerment of Blood ; every 
qd Man his Companion, there's the moral endeerment of Friexd- 
d ip; and every Man his Neighbour, there's the po/ tick en- 
et ideerment of Neighbourhood or Commerce, and all to be ſu- 
}f Iperſeded for the intereft of God and Rel;gion. Neither yet is 
x Jour profeſſion (compoſed of ſuch ſevere Precepts) to be cal- 
. led either Cruel or Unnatural : Becauſe this Supreme and 
ivine Relation doth nor cancel and deſtroy thoſe that are in- 
» Weriour, but only ſ#ſpexds their vertue and influence, like the 
e Star-in the preſence of the Sw, they are though they appear 
ot ; and ſo ſoon asever this Raling light of Religion 1s with - 
rawn, and the Intereſt of Geds glory is not concerned to the 
ontrary , then have thele /eſer inducements their proper 
and allowable light and influence upon our affeRions : which 
is the reaſon why that Rigid paſſage in S. Luke, which ſeems cha. r4..v.26 
to require an utter ſtifling of natural affetion, in S. Matthew Cha,1o.y, 37. 
pleads only for a qualifying and ſubielting it to Religion ; and 
whileſt Chriſt ſaith in the one Evangeliſty that #rleſſe we 
Hate Father and mother, (fc. we cannot be his Diſciples, he 
ſaith in the other Evangeliſt, He that loveth father and mother 
more then me is not worthy of me, pleading for no more but a 
due prefererice of Religion before Nature : Like holy Abra- 
hams love to his fon, which, whether it was the love of Na- 
ture or Religion, he knew not ſo well, as he did, when God 
put that ſevere command upon him, of offering his dear ſon ; 
and by that ready fubmiſſion his heart yielded to the will of 
God, he knew aſſuredly he loved his childe, not ſo much 
with the fondneſſe of nature, as with the true affettjon of Reli- 
gion, and in ſubordination to God and his Honour. And if 
God, at any time, in mercy denies us theſe coltly trials, _ 
, wi 
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will not ſhew us what is qur 
or - Eriends, by the joſſe.of them, there is yer a leſſe cherge- 
able way to try the truth of owr love, and that is by onr anger, 
Doeſt chou conceive 4 Religious diſpleaſ ure againſt thy Bro- 
ther,. when thou ſeelt himrugn into-ſin, and diſbonour God, 
and break bis: Lawes, even then when all, othen conſiderations 
hold our, as amiable as ever ? then if thy Anger be religious, 
its. a great figne ſuch is thy Lovealſo, But onthe contrary, 
Art thou not more angry with him, for denying thee a wn b 
able conrte/ie at, thy need, or for doidg thee ſome conceived 
injury.,, or revealing. ſome inrruſted ſecret, or the like ; then 
for. being. dra»k., or profanmng. Gods Sabbath, or blaſpheming 
Gods Name, or for vj-lating Gods Ordinances ? if ſo, itsan 
evident (igne that this Love is but Carnal, and not that hea- 
venly and divine affetion which ownes no end or confidera- 
tion above that ſupreme end and intereſt of God ard Religion ; 
which is the laſt Branch ofthe deſcription of this Duty., co 
wit, the Exd of our Charity, not for our own ſakes, nor for 
qur Brothers, but for Gods ſake. 

So that (to reunite that deſcription we have thus diſmem- 
bred, that we may ſec the full nature of chisduty in one Pro- 
_ ſpe) we'learn from what bathbeen ſpoken ; Firſt, for the 


* Original, Thar, true: Chriſtian. Love is a ſtream derived not 


from the /ower ſprings of Nature, nor loweſt of Luſt , but 
from the «pper ſprings of Gods grace. Secondly, For its O4= 
jefh, That this fiream muſt not only water the pleaſant Me- 
dows, and fruitful Valleys; but muſt ajſo glide upon hard 
Racks, and barren, and uoſavoury, Bogs : For we muſt love 
our Enenwes, and do oor ther that hate us, and pray for 
chem - that deſpightfully uſe us. And Thirdly, for it its Exd - 
we. learn firſt, That as this current of Divine Love of our 
Brotber,, muſt have no, Back Stream, no. Mercenary Reflefti- 
5 upon our own intereſt, for this is baſely Carnal: And as, 
Secondly, it muſt; not pour it; ſelf ſolely.and finally into our 
Brothers boſome for his ow ſake; for this is a-Ciſtern of our 
WP JOm0ſ 06 will hold:no water when Gag accounts 

th us, it ing af beſt, but, moral. So, Thirdly, we learn, 

at as Water 1s tantumgſcend't, im quantum prius deſcendir, 
| it 


love of our Children, Brethren, 
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Fountain ; even ſo true Chriſtian love, as itis a ſtream deri- 
ved from Gods grace, ſo it muſt end in Gods $lor] and for Gods 
ſakg : which is the full nature of Chriſtian Love, che Dary it 
ſelf enjoyned in this Text ; Above all ways have charity. 

But Secondly it is not more lovely and heavenly in its Na- 
twre, then conſiderable in its /mportance,for fo ſaith the Text, 
Above all things have charity : Whether we conſider it jn its 
Precedence or Preheminence, both evidently intimated from 
the difference between the Latine and Engliſh in the tranſla- 
tion of the Original : I1p) advyJoy Ante omnia faith the Latine, 
Before all things have charity, ; There's the Precedent of the 
Duty : I1gd =Jwy, Above all things ſaith the Engliſh, there's 
the Preheminence, both ſpeak the importance of ic. 

Firſt, p32 ay]wy, Before all things have charity, The love 
of our Brethren is a precedent and preparatory Grace , that puts 
the Heart 1nto a fit temper to receive all other graces and in- 
tilments of Gods Spirit, and alſo to perform all other Duties 
and offices of Religion. Tia ſunt omnia, theſe All things 
bere of a Chriſtians duty,are either ſuch as relate to our ſelves, 
er ſuch as relate co owr God, or ſuch as relate to owr Neighbour; 
(there cannot be named a Fourth ) comprehended under the 


three titles of Sebriery, Piety, and ( haricy. The Apoſtle ex- Titus 2.12. 


hortsto the practice of the swo firſt Duties in the 7. verſe ; Be 
[ ober, watch unto prayer ; but by a religious 6 myoegrwongy, as if 
he had forgot bimſelf, he ſeems to corre his mittake with a 
Bvt as in the Original, gd =y]oy 8+ But before ſobriety 
and Pjety, that is, Before all things have charity. 

Firſt, Before Sobriety. We cannot perform our duties to 
our own ſelves as we ought, nor acquire nor preſerve that 
Chriſtian calme temperature and due confiſtence of our own 
ſpirits, before we firſt allay the ſtormes of variance, diſcord, 
and injuſtice towards our Brethren. Patience, and Temperance, 
and Meekneſſe, and Humility, and Contentation, andthe like, 
are all Domeſtick, graces, that conſtantly keep houſe in orde- 

the private and particular affairs of our Youles : ?-ſfice 

pe Charity are publick, graces that walk abroad RT 
afﬀfeQions, aad converſations —_ our Brethren : " 
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our 


ir riſech exaRily as high in the Conduit as it fell from the © 


x Kangs 21.4. 


on,' Malice, and: Revenge towards our Brethren ; our ſoules 
can' enjoy no more inward and domeſtick peace in reſpect co 
the other graces' of Sobriety ander ſuch publick oppreſſions. 
and revenges, then a private family can expeCt in the midſt 
of a Civil War; the publick blood, and violence, and ra- 
pine upon the innocent in City and Countrey, take away all 
the quiet and ſecurity from a' mans own houſe: and it is no 
otherwiſe with a mans ſoul"in reſpe& to his Brother, if he 
once raiſeth the Formes of wrath in his heart, he muſt expect 
Flultuations and Fomings upon the waters ; and therefore 
Tie} Joy do as Chriſt lid. Firſt, rebuke the windes, and 
then the. Sea will ſoon becalm. Firſ? allay thy tempeſtuous 
ſpirit towards thy Brother by the duty of Love and Charity, 
and then thou maiſt expe all the tranquil graces of ſobriety 
in thy own ſoul : Patience, Meekneſle, Temperance, Conten- 
ration, and Humility, are gentle graces that grow only under 
the Wind and Sun, the tempeſts and bluſterings between Bre- 
thren ſoon wither them. How did Ahabs choler againſt Na- 
both turn his own ſtomach ? He could not eat bread, faith the 
Text , he was ſick becauſe he was angry, and he loſt his love 
and his health cogether : And cruly as was this ratural effect 
of wrath in him, ſuch is the ſpiricual effect of it in-every Man ; 
it turns the uncharitable Mans ſoul into a diftemper, and as to 
thoſe private agd perſonal graces of fobriety, his conſtitution 
is. thereby clearly altered, being truly (as we may fay ) ſoul- 


ſick, verifying the Wiſe -mans Proverb, in-a ſpiritual ſence, 


Prov. 14.30. That exvie is the rattenneſſe of the banes ; lo was- 
it-with eAbabnaturally., ſo is .it with every malicious Man 
ſpiritually ;- it rots his foul, and *corrupts and poyſons all his 
domeſtick graces of ſobriety : that whileſt be endeavours to 
work vengeance: on his Brother, by the violence of his own. 
1mpetuous ſpirit, he diſquiets and diftempers, and therefore 
deſtroyes his own ſoul. As the Philoſopher ſaid of Charybdes, 
that it was /p/ozes ares. 3%. mp6 ode ibi ſaluns ubi ipſum 
ware perit , a Gulf, where::the' waters moyed with ſuch yio- 
lence, that it ſeemed'ro-be a fhipwrack of the Sea it ſelf;' and 
what :ſhip can. beſafe there, where the Sea. is ſe}f is drownd > 


and . 
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fine anime naufragium, a torrent (o violent, that it is a ſhip- 
wrack to it ſelf, ſhattering and deſtroying him that would 
deſtroy his Brother: if therefore thou wouldeſt have thy own 
ſoul proſper in the perſonal graces of ſobriety, let thy ſpirit 
glide gently in all Offices of Love and Charity towards thy - 
Brother. 'This is the fix, I1g3 mor, Before all things, that 
is, Before all duties of Sobriety have Charity. 

Secondly, T1193 x=ly[wy, Before all things, that is, Before 
all duties of Piety, watch wnto prayer, verſe 7. But before all 
things have charity. 1 need name no other place of Scripture - 
for proof, but that very expreſle doRrine of our Saviour in 
his Sermon-upon:the Mount, AMatth.5.24. If thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there remember thy Brother bath ought 4- 
£4inft thee, leave there thy gift before the Altar, and go thy 
way, Firſt, be reconciled to thy Brether, and then come and offer 
thy gift : Forbear to tread in Gods SanRuary, and to ap- 
proach his Altars, until chou comeſt with feet ſhod . with 
peace ; all ſacrifices without this grace are like Cai: that flew 


his Brother, a ſtink in Gods noſtrils. 


Its a proper trophy to bring Go/5ahs ſword into Gods 
houſe, 1 Sam.21.9. The ſpoyles of Gods and his Churches. 
incorrigible enemies, are matter of triumph and praiſe -to- 
God in the great Congregation : But to hang our Brothers 


{word over Gods Altar, and to bring evil diſpoſitions of ma- 


lice and revenpe againſt exr Brother, when we come to crave 


mercy formoxr ſelves, what an unwarrantable-preſumption is - 


this? and how expreſly and ſadly do we ſue for our own 
condemnation, whileſt we pray, that God Wonld forgive us 
our treſpaſſes , as we forgive them that treſpaſſe againſt m ? 
Firſt therefore- be reconciled, then come-and offer thy gift: 
And in the Apoſtles order, Heb. 12.14. Follow peace\, and. 
then bol:neſſe ; firſt, Peace with thy neighbour, then Holinels : 
rothy God. Malice is fuch a Sowre Leaven that it ſowres - 
the whole lump of Religious Duties ; purge out fir/t there- 


- fore that Old Leaven, and then thy Hearing, and Reading, . 
- thy Meditations, and thy Prayers, and all will be according 
to che preparation of the Sanuary = Which is the reaſon:; 
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and truly ſuch is the violence of he malicious ſpirit ; it is [p- 
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h |. Spyro ryan correſpondence, and cohabitation, Thar 
_ prayers be not bhindred. And if I ſhould ſay thateven 
Y. 


ic ſelf were but a vainglorions blaze, and a fruit- 
leſſe fool-hardineſſe without Love, I ſhould ſay no more 


then S. Pau! bath ſaid before 'me, 1 Cor-13.3. If 1 give my 
hoady to be burned and have na charity, it profirerh me nothing. | 
God ſpake the ſame thing in Analogy to haly Dauid, 
x Cbror.22.8, 9,10. when he told him that he ſhould »»: 
build Gods houſe, becauſe he had (hed much blood, and made 
great warres; but his ſon ſhall bea Man of peace, his name 
ſhall be Solomon (peaceable ) and he muſt build Gods houle ; 
If God would not eſteem his material Temple well built by 
hands dipt in blood, can we imagine he will acceptof the 
ſpiritual and moſt ſacred Duties of Religion and Divine 
Worſhip performed with a heart tained with malice and 
revenge ? He that is acceptably converſant in theſe holy 
things, muſt be a Solan, a Man of peace and love towards 
his' Bretbren - therefare again, firſt, be reconciled: before 
thou buildeſt Gods houſe, watch muto prayer , but before 
this, and before all things have Charity. -Thus you baveſſeen 
bow Charity goes before both duties of Sebriery towards our 
ſelves, and duties of P:ety towards God, which is the fir 
part of the importance of the duty, to wit, the Precedency 0f 
it, gathered from the Latine tranſlation of the Original 73g3 
ady]coy, Before all things have charity. $i Þ 
Secondly, come we to the other part of its Importance, 
to wit, its preheminence, drawn from the Engliſh Text 
eg mw Abeve all things have Charity, or, if you think 
this Good greek butill tranſlated in this ſence, take the ſame 
-daRrine in indubitable words from Sr. Paw Col. g. 14. 
"Em mar Above all things pat on Charity; when it cannot be 
denied but the Apoſtle doth preach up the preheminence of 
this duty above allthat went before. 
And truly when I conſider that boly David hach ſpenta 
whole Plalm, and St. Paw a whole Chapter, upon no other 
ſubje& then the excelency of this duty of Charity, I cannot 
thinke my ſelfe able to perform the-ſame work inany Compe- 
cent 


Vide, to that de- 
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tent meaſurein a ſmall part of a Sermon; yet ſince it is fallen 
in. our way, according to my time and talent, I ſhall ſhew 
you the prebeminence of this duty above all others in theſe 

Foxre particulars. In the perfe#:ox of its ats ; Inthe [Wweer- 

eſs of its nature; In the Univerſclity of its Influence, and 

laſtly, 1n the Duration of its Being. 

Firſt, it is. above all in the perfeition of its afts. Now 1 Cor,n3-133 
abideth Faith, Hope and Charity, theſe three; but the great- ; 
eſt of theſe is Charity; The advancement of this grace will 
prove a very eaſfie worke if we can ſet it above Faith it ſelfe; 
and fince the holy Ghoſt hath ſaid it, we muſt make ir good, 
and that in. tz: particulars, Firſt, Charity is greater then 
Faith, in reſpeR to the Efficacy of their ats, For Charity j 
gives. life, at leaſt it gives aivity to Faith, and therefore is T: | 
greater ; read this aſſertion at large verified by Sr. [ames "' 
Chap. 2. from the 14. to the 23. Faith without works 3s 
| dead; if 4 brother be naked or want Ford , and ye ſay be 
| be warmed and filled but give him nothing, what doth this pro- 
| . fu? Faith u« dead if it be alone ; for the Devils beleeve and 

tremble, and v. 22, he faith that «Abrahams faith wrought by 
works, and by works faith isperfeft: And St. Paul makes 
| up Sr. [ames's argument by the ſpecification of thoſe works 
which aQtuate faith.. Faith workeeh by Love Gal. 5. 6. It is 
love then which aQtuates, yea, which in St. Iames his phraſe, 
perfefs faith ; thus Charity is greater then Faith - firſt, in 
the efficacy of their atts, it aQtuates, it 7/x686 faith. Se- 
conaly, it is greater then faith in the Abſolnteneſs of its atts,, | 
| Faith gus tal;s' in its own nature implyeth 5mperfettion, not 
only.in matter of d:grees ( for ſo Charity alſo. is imperfect in + 
this life ; ) but even in its own kinde ; the moſt perfetaR of b 
| Faith, if it bebe Faith, hath this imperfeRion..in it, to 3 
| wat, the Abſence ofthe objet. For ſaith: the. Apoſtle, 7c. 
of things not ſeen. ;_ whereas charity is the: grace of union, and Heb.em to. 
it, is the careſſing of the: heart in the. aCtual Fruition of the 
} \ objeR, and therefore is perfeRt in its: own kinde ;, For 
which reaſon it abideth and Faileth not with Faith. hope and. 
| ether imperfect graces, which by reaſon of their imperfecti- 
ons, areuunfit for Heaven without a charge ; as allo w _ 
ole: 
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on,&c.which itt the very natures of their as, foreſpeak them-' 
ſaves unfit for that Nare where there is Fulneſs of joy for ever 
more ; whereas this grace of Charity abiderth the ſame in 
Heaven as on Earth in its kinde, ( though in degrees it is more 

) and for no other reaſon, but beeauſe the as and 
operations of Charity, even as they are performed here on 


Earth, do not imply any Effſential inherent imperfeRions, 


which as you ſee, areto be found in all other graces : There- 
fore Charity is Above all others, F:r/t in the Perfeftion of its 
Afts. 

Secondly, In the ſweetneſs of its Nature, There is no duty 
of Religion that comes ſo neer to the delight of nature, as 
the duty of Brotherly love; as man is naturally a ſoc:able 


.creature, ſo conſequently muſt he be as naturally a /oving and 


affeftionate creature, Love being the congrepating and uni- 
ring paſſion of the ſoule, whereby the obje&t is drawn cloſe 
tothe affetion : ſo that Love ſimply in its own nature is the 
moſt conſonant to our natural inclination, even above all 
other duties of Religion whatſoever, which the Pſalmift 
plainly intimates when he cryes out Pſal. 133. 1. Behold how 
pleaſant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in mnity : 
Faith, repentance, ſelf-denial, taking up the Croſs, and all 


duties of mortification, inſtead of pleaſure-hold, in their very 


as rather a diſpleaſure and contrariety to nature; but how 


pleaſant is unity among Brethren ? whecefore above all other. 


Secondly in the ſweetneſs of its nature. * 

Thirdly in the Vniverſality of its influence, Charity tranſ- 
fuſech an univerſal vertue through the whole body of Gods 
worſhip and ſervice in all the duties of the fame, if they are 
performed as they ought to be - whereas other duties are 
particularly ſtated within their own limits. Meditation is a 


diſtin duty from hearing of the word preached ; and Hear- 


ing is 2 diftin& duty from prayer ; and Receiving the Sacra- 
»ents diſtint from both ; bur the duties of Love and Charity 
muſt have anuniverſal influence in all. (þarity being among 
the Graces much as 7»#ice among the vertues - 1 Coy. 16, 
14. The Apoſtle particularly exhorts the Corinthians to 
' + Watchfulneſs; 


—— 
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Farclfuluaſes 20 magnanimicy, to Conſtancy, in thier parti- 
ular and diſtin& natures : but v. 14. he enjoyns Charity as 
an Univerſal requiſite to the performance of theſe and alf 
other particular duties whatſoever : Watch ye, Stand faſt in 
the Faith, quit you like men, be reng, here are the particu- 
lar duties; and in the next verſe Let all things be done 
with Charity: like asit was under the law, an abundance of 
ſacrifices there were of proper and diſtin&t kindes, ſome of 
Sheep, (ome of Bullocks, ſome of Lambs; ſome for peace, 
ſome for praiſe,, ſome for fi; But all were kindled by the 
ſame holy fire, that was kept alwayes alive upon the holy 
Altar, for theſe ſeveral ſervices; And even thus is it with the 
grace of Charity, it is that holy Fire which is ever kept alive 
in the Altar of the good mans keart, whereby he enkindles 
all his evangelical ſacrifices which he offereth unto God ; 

and therefore he that cometh with his gift to the altar, be- 
fore he be reconciled to his Brother, in effe&t expects to offer 
| a burnt offering without Fire; let him leave his gift; Firſt 
Fetch this Fire, then let him kindle his Sacrifice, and perform 
| thewholeſtate and ſeries of the duties of Religion, quickned 
with this common Catholick grace: which is to the other 

inferior duties of Gods worſhip, as the Sun is to the leſler 
Stars, though they have a native beauty and light of their 
own, yet do they all borrow the chiefeſt part of their luſtre 
from this great ruling light of Charity. I need no better 
evidence of the aniverta influence of this grace, then the re- 
ſemblance the holy Pſalmiſt gives us Pſz. 133. 2. where he 
tells, us that the love of Brethren is that precious ointment of 
eAaron, which was poured upon his head, and ran dows to his 
beard, and deſcended ever to the (kirts of his garments, and fo 
Save a pleaſant tinEure to "oy part of Aarox from head to 
| foot : this diffuſive ointment, faith he, 1s the love and wnity 
| of Brethren, which gives a tinCure to all the parts of Aaron, 
to the whole body of Gods worſhip and ſervice in all the duties 
of the ſame; not only to the participation of the great my- 
ſteries of our ſalvation in the Sacraments, which is the Head 
of Aaron ; butalſo to every quotidian meditation upon God, 
to every frequent admonition of our Brother , the sk/rts of 
Aaren, even all muſt ſmell of this precious ointment of chari- 
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ty ; wherefore it is above all others thirdly in the aniverſality. 
of its Influence. 
Fourthly, In the Duration of it#being, 1 Cor.13.8. Cha- 
Yit) never faileth, but Whether there be a. F& they ſhal fail ; 
her there be tongues , they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be 
kzowledgeyt ſhall vaniſh away : -All other both Gifts and Graces 
muſt fuer a kinde of diſſolution before we can enter heaven; 
but charity never dies, continuing as immortal as the ſoul 
that bears it: Indeed we may ſay of the duration of all other 
aces, as S. Paul ſpake of Mans Mortality, 1 Cor.15.51. They 
all not all die, but they ſhall be changed : Faith ſhall be chan- 
ged into vi/ion, and Hope into frwition, Patience into triumph, 
Penitence into praiſe, &c. But Charity ſhall not ſo much as. 
undergo this change ; for it ſhall be the ſame in its kinde, 
thoug gage in its degree, in Heaven as it was on the- 
Earth ; ſo that it is a grace that receives £nachs Tranſlation, 
without S. Pauls Alutation, paſling into Heaven with us, and 
that without a change ; no-other graces do the like, and 
therefore «bove all others /aſ#ly in the Dzration of its being. 
You have ſeen the Precedence and alſo the Preheminence of- 
charity, and in both the /mportance, which is the /{econd part 
of the Text from theſe words 1192 aly]uy, Before or above all 
things have charity. 

. Come wenow tothe Third'part, to wit, from the Impor- 
$4xce to the ( omplexion or Temperature of the duty, in theſe- 
words Aw ix7evittanſlated fervent charity. It is not every 
flaſh of fr:e4/>ip, nor formal fit of comr:ſhip that is the charity 
extold by the Apoſtle, butit is 2-4 ixJ«yis fervent charity ; 
which if we will take the advantages of the original without: 
reſtraining our ſelves to the tranſlation, we- ſhall finde it as 
fit a word for our purpoſe, as can be found in the whole trea- 
ſury of the Greek tongue - For it is exe word, which, in the 
force of the ſeveral conſtructions it uſually bears, gives-us all _ 
the moſt requiſite Dimenſions or Admeafurements of Chri- 
ſhancharity, ro wit, both the E xtenſion, Intention, and pro- 
3exſion, 4x11); being uſed frequently in all three-ſences , as . 
you ſhallſee in the purſuit of each particular. x. It intimates. 


| bat Chriſtian charity muſt be an extended charity _ 
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or intenſe, or fervent charity proceeding from the fincericy 


of the heart, for the depth of it. 3. That it muſt bealſo a 
protended (5.e.) a laſting, a continued charity, not diſcou- 
raged by any perſonal diſobligements whatſoever, for the 
Length of it : as if Providence had fitted it only for this place, 
as if t werean AdjeFive made on purpoſe far this ſubſtantive. 

Firſt, if our charity muſt be #221 4&]e735, then it muſt be 
an extended and ax enlargedcharity even unto all , which we 
muſt needs confeſle is the native and moſ literal conſtruction 
of the word, which is originally compounded of *Ex and 7eye, 
ſignifying literally to Extend or enlarge in breadth, or to 
ſtretch forth to a great diſtance; in this ſence is it uſed by 
S. Luke As 26,1, Then Paul I&]eiza lu y4e ſtretched 
forth the hand, and anſwered for himſelf : 10 1s it likewiſe 
uſed by S. Matth. 14. 3t. ſuddenly Chriſt 3y&a Thy y5ge 
ſtretching forth his hand, &c. ſaved Peter from ſinking : An- 
ſwerably therefore if true charity is 47m {x7sy35> it muſt be a 
ſtrct-hed forth and an enlarged charity. © True Chriſtian cha= 
* 15:y therefore enjoyned in this Apoſtolick precept is not a limi« 
* red nor incloſed affetion, impaled onely within the bounds of 
&« y4rrow relations either natural or contratted, as of Countrey, 
& Friends, Benefattors, Kindred, or the like ; but it is a Canm- 
& paigne and a Common Grace, knowing no other bounds or limits 
« but the tiverſal relation in which all men ſt and towards God, 
& who is the common cauſe in whom all concenrer and agree : and 


' this is d34/m xTwis extended charity, practiſed to the full by 


our Saviour Chriſt, who ſet us copies as well as impoſed pre- 
cepts, and taught ns by his Example as well as by his Do- 
Arine; in whole life I knew not- any generation of people 
whom he excluded from the charity of his miracles : The 
Centurion, a Roman ; the Woman at the Well-head, a Sama- 
ritan ; the Yomar, that interceded for her Daughter, a Dog 
a Syrophenician ; the churliſh Gadarene ; the ſcandalous Pub- 
lican ; the Lepers; the Demonaick; the Deaf ; the Dumb ; 
the Blinde, the Lame; the Sick; and the Dead ; all nati- 
ons, ſexes, conditions, and ages of Men, did partake of the 


benefic of his ex:exded love, giving in theſe outward Eviden- 
D 2 ces, 
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the ſalvation of their ſouls; Tit.2.11: The love of God hath 
appeared unto all men : and Chap,z. verſe 4. T he love of Chriſt 
towards Man appeared: he was (as Themiſtius ſaith a good 
King ſhould be) neither gja-uaxihtyF, nor graoppopalr, but 
piadvIpoms 3 not a friend onely to the houte oft Davia, nor 
yet to the houſeof zAbraham, not to the Jewes his Brethren 
after the fleſh, theſe are too narrow relations for ſuch a bound- 
leſle charity ; but his Love towards Mar appeared, which is 
a ſpecifick denomination applicable to Tarks, to Negroes, to 
Indians, to all that own the title of Reaſonable Creatures; 
even to all the Genealogies of our Anceſtors from Adam to 
this Age, that now lie buried inthe land of forgerfulneſſe, 
for Chriſt is the 33, the God that was; to all that now 
breathe upon the face of Gods earth ; for Chriſt isthe 3 8, 
the God that z- ; and to all that ever ſhall be to the laſt difſo- 
lution, for he is the 5 6p4wwy©-, the God that is to come. 

But Secondly, his precepr of Love is as /arge as his pratti[e. 
Its true, the tenor of the Law in S, Luke 10.27. 1s, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, as if Strangers and Enemies were 
excluded from the Obligation of this Precept : but S. Pal, 
the beſt Interpreter of Chriſts DoArine, rehearſing the 
ſame Law, Rom.13.8. faith, *0 d3=mv my Frrgwy viuey marie 
eons , He that loveth- another hath fulþpll:d the Law : it is not 
*E7a#0y but "Emzgoy, not our Friend, our Companion, or Fa- 
miliar, but he that loveth a»9:her man, any Man. It is got 
private intereſt, party, nor faRtion, that can impound. Chri-. 
ſtian charity within any particular ſtate or condition of Men, 
but it loves all in the capacity of God and Religion, ſwal- 
lowing up into its immenlity all the leſſer and limited chanels, 
of love, ariſing from the narrow endeerments of nature or 
converſation, ſuch as are Kindred, Friends, or BenefaRors, 
&C. 

But Thirdly, if you would ſee both Dofirine, and Praftice: 
ig one inſtance, you may finde them in atth. 12. where 
when it was told Chriſt that his Mother and Brether after 
the fleſh food without to ſpeak with him, he anſwered verſ48. 
Wha 1s. my mother, and who. are. my brethren? alas you ſpeak: 


after- 


after. the manner of Men, ahd make an enc/oſure of that affe- = 
Rion within: the limics of Nature, which I intend ſhould be 
a Campaigne and a Common Field even for the benefit of the 
whole world, through the univerſality of grace; and there- 
fore axJeiva; # veg, faith the Text, yes and # 4zayy allo, he 
ſtretched torth both his Ha»d and his Heart towards his D:(- 
ciples (ſaith S. Matthew,) towards the whole multitnde, faith 
| S. Mark.) and ſaid even of this multitude, Behold my mother 
and brethren : why and how fo ? whoſoever doth the will of my 
Father, the ſame 1s my Brother, Siſter, and Mother ; there is 
little queſtion but in that croud there were ſome of very diffe- 
rent and remote conditions, and perhaps of different cli- 
mates; ſeldom a croud in Chriſts time, but was ſuch , by 
reaſon of the mixture of other nations with the Jewes, under 
the Regency of the Romans - yet whether they were Barba- 
rian or Scythian, Bond, or Free, Jew or Gentile, Chriſt is 
all zo, and /» all : That ſpiricual relation in which they ftand 
| to his heavenly Father, by an upright lite and due obedi- 
if ence £0 his will, adopts Chriſtians of the moſt remote condi- 
tions to be his Mother and Brethren. There being very little 
queſtion but Chriſts #5; in this place is of the ſame latitude 
as S. Pauls"Emgog. Wherefore if we will either obey the com- 
mand of Chriſt ; or imitate the prattice of Chriſt, our cha- 
rity muft be univerſal and extended according to his who 
hath required us to love one another, even as he hath loved 
us. We read of ſomewhat a ſtrange argument which the A- 
poſtle- uſeth to the Hebr.13.2. to periwade them to a com». 
' mon hoſpitality of ſtrangers ; Fer. thereby (he faith) ſome 
have entertained Axgels unawares : If we confider our neigh- 
bour in that condition he ſtands towards God, even fo all 
Men are ſtrangers-unto us; and unleſſe we had the peruſal of. 
the Book of Life, we know not who will make a veſſel of Ha-- FM. 
| our, or who of Dihenour. Let me therefore exhort you in 
| the Apoſtles phraſe toentertain into your affetions all thote 
that are ſo much ſtrangers to you, leſt you chance to ſhut 
out of your charity one of Gods Azgels,. one that hath the 
ſecret ſignature - of e/ef:o upon hym ; and then Chriſt come - 
at laſt to you, and ſay as to.thoſe unkinde 4 
| Wretcnes- 


Col.3,134. 


Epiger. 


_ pretch&@intheGoſpel, Much.25.45. In as much as ye didit 
not to one ofthe leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me: Therefore let 


your charity be in the firſt place, an extended charity. 
Secondly, if it be &;4m ix73135, it muſt be adeep, intenſe, 


.and fervent _— {uck as proceeds from the very bottom 
.of the Heart.and the 
.main part of the duty, and withal the expreſle language of 


integrity of oxr Souls ; (which being the 


the Text, it will be neceſſary that we inſiſt longer upon this 


.conſtru&ion, then upon either of the other two.) I confeſſe I 


finde this word not often uſed in this ſence elſewherein holy 
Writ: But 7x55, which is an Adverb of the ſame Vetb is 
frequent in Greek Authors, ſignifying 1mpense, vehementer 
& totis viribus; to do a thing Exrneſtly, Vehemently, and with 
utmoſt Induſtry, which is in effec the ſame with Fervertly in 
the Text; expreſſing that true zeal and ſincerity ofaffeRtion 
which one Man ought to have to another. © Trae ( hriſtiar 
* charity i neither a cold neighbourhood, nor aformal courtſhip, 


60 nor a wvainglorious beneficence ; but it is the intire and zealors 


« affettion of the very ſoul. Expreſled by S. Pan, Rom.12.10. 
ia a phraſe beyond the reach of our Engliſh tongue, T5 g11a- 
Hagle g1xbrpyr, where he requires that one Man ſhould love 
another with the ſame ggy4, with the ſame natural ten- 
derneſſe, as a Mother loves the childe of her own bowels, 
which in our tranſlation we call a kinde affefon, Be kindly affe- 
Hioned one towards another with brotherly love : which though 
it fall far ſhort of the Original, yet ſpeaks enough to tell us 
that the Heart is the principal Requiſite incharity ; and that 
that Philoſophers compaſſion was no better then Stoical hy- 
pocrifie, who whileſt he allowed his friend to contributeſad 
lookes and language to the diſtreſſed and miſerable, reſtrains 
him with a T1g&orge whine, pai x Yowfer ovyemerrdEns, Be ſure tihe 
heed left thou ſuffer any inward compaſſion for him ; turning 
this moſt tender affe&tion of the heart, into a formal counter- 
feit compliance of the outward behaviour, clear contrary to 
the nature of Chriſtianity, which is of ſuch a pure and ſpi- 
ritual extraQtion, that although we read of rewards upon the 
performance of no duties more, then for works of Charity, 
ſuch as relieving the oppreſſed; feeding the hungry, clothing 

| the 
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naked, bewailing and comforting the miſerable, and other 
the external aQts of charity ;.yet is neither this, nor any other 
duties of Religion accepted or rewarded by God for their own 
ſakes, but only according to the inward affeRion of the ſoul 
from whence they proceed. 

Indeed a man might think, that if there were any outward. 
ats of obedience accepted for themſelves, they ſhoulg be 
the outward offices of Charity towards our Brethren, and. 
the plauſible reaſon might be ;- Becauſe how eyer they may 
proceed from a wrong Ayme, yet they do _— it the - 
right marke, and fulfil the immediate, and indeed, the prin- 
cipal end of thoſe as, and that is, the relief of our needy. 
Brother : For doubtleſs the Bread and ine and Sheep &c. 
would have yielded David and his men as wholſome refreſh- 


ment had they come from the hand of Churlih Nabal,. as r Sam, 29.185. 


they did coming: as the preſent of a chearful and generous 

Abigail. So. that operative Gharity conſifting in that order 

it beares to our Br#thers good ; if our needy brother be 

benefited by the extward aZ, itis accidental as to the Ex4 

of Charity, whether that a& proceed from an inward princi- - 
ple of Grace, Natare, or Luft ; wherefore, I ſay, if any out- 

ward ads of obedience were of themſelves acceptable, one - 
might think they ſhould be thoſe of Charity towards our- 
Brother : For as for thoſe of picty and worſhip towards God; - 
ſach as- Watching, Fafting, Praying, Hearing, Communica- 

ting: and the like external as of Religion, the intire. order 

that theſe hold in the ſtate of our obedience is only to ſpiritu-- 
al.ends and purpoſes; and therefore although we are requi-- 
red to worſhip and glorifie God in our Bedies and in our Spi-- 
rits which are Gods. x Cor. 6. 20. Yet God himſelf being + 
a moſt pure Firit, unto which all theſe outward afts of piety 
and worſhip tend, and in whom on fully Exd; . it is there- 
fore very improper to the nature of them, that-they ſhould be . 
accepted inand for themſelves, but only as they derive a de- 
vout influence from, and have an. original dependance upon: 
the ſincerity and zcal-of the Inner man;., and the ſpirit from 
whence they proceed. For-doubtleſs that argument of our - 
Sayiour drawen from the nature of that God-we ſerve Job: 4- 
24+ iS 


. is thanſwerable when he fairh, Thar God is « Spirit, and 

therefore muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and in Trath, Wherefore, 
to return toour purpoſe, although Relief and Brotherly ſup- 
ply is the whole End of operative Charity confiſting in the 
outward offices of Love, which is ſufficiently ſatisfied if thoſe 
offices are performed, yet if we take theduty of Chriſtian 
charity in the whole ſtare of the duty, and not by parcel- 
meals, we ſhall finde that operarive charity is not the half part 
of that required in this precept of Love ; for this, as all duties 
of the Second Table, hath a double reſpiciency in it, the im- 
tnediate reſpect is towards our Ne#ghbour, the ultimate re- 
JpeR is towards God: which is a conſideration that makes the 
duties of love to become offices of piety to God as well as of 
charity to our Brother. | 

Now looking'upon this duty in its /7z2»c4date reſpet td our 
Neighbour, I confeſſe if Gods Law were to be conſidered no 
otherwiſe then the Srature Lawes of the Land , which for 
the ſubſtance of the precepts forbid the very ſame par- 
ticulars as are expreſſed in the Second Table, as Rebellion, 
Murder, Theft, Adultery, Falſe witneſſe , &c. and enjoynes 
alſo the ſame duties of Juſtice and Charity to our Brethren : 
_> Now, I ſay, if Gods Law reached no further then Mans, ope- 

| rative charity would fulfil the whole dury, Mans Law look- 
ing no farther then to the reſtraining or enjoyning the out- 
ward act. 

But ſeeing Gods Law ought to be conſidered, as the firſt 
Law written in our hearts, and the Law of Nature as well as 
of God; in this conſideration the /»ward principle of thoſe of- 
fices of love from whom they proceed, muſt be conſidered as 
well as the external as themſelves ; for as much as God at the 
firſt did ſo abſolutely and to all purpoſes in{truft and furniſh 
our natures, that look whatever outward duty he requifed at 
our hands, he placed an anſwerable principle in our hearts to 
incline and carry us through the performance of that work re- 

uired of us ; as conceiving it to be too ſeyere a uſage of man, 
above all other works of the creation beſides, to require him 
to do that duty, unto which God had not firſt imprinted a 
propenſion in his nature, as to command him the Fe 
ces 
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principle of love ; or ailtreſled;or 
relieving the need , without the inward principle of pitty and 


commileration, and ſo in all the reſt. 

And truly, though I deny not, but many a good almes 
hath been piven for vainglory, to be ſeen of Men; . many 
chrqugh the imporcunity of our needy Brother ; and many 
through cuſtome ; yer theſe are not zatxral, but equivocal 
productions of charity ; much like the generations of Frogs 
and Fli-s, and other inſets, which are often ingendred of 
putrefaction, and not from their own kindes, which we call 
Imrerfeſt Gen:rations in Philoſophy : Even ſuch «nki:dly pro- 
duftions are ſuch ſorts of good works in the Law of Charity, 
that come beſides the common order of Nature : God there- 
fore originally not only enjoyning :he AF, but adminiſtring 
tle proper and wunivocal principle of that a& in the ſpirit of 
Man: By the Law of Nature reRified, we are required to 
take both into confideration ; and not onely to be hoſþirable 
to our Brethren, but alſo to /ove them ; not onely to help the 
miſerable, but alſo to p:ty and compailionate them ; ſo that 
the inward fervency of the ſpirit in works of charity is neceſſa- 
ry in the firſ# place Nec: ſſitate prinepi, as Natures proper 
principle for ſuch acts. 

But Secondly, if we look upon charity as refleRing upon 
Ged, we ſhall finde yet more cauſe why this fervency of the 
' heart is requiſite in this duty. Becauſe in this capacity it is a 
duty of piety, as all other duties of Religion and worſhip are, 
which have their outward ads (as I have ſaid) purely in order 
to inward and fpiricual purpoſes, and grateful onely as they 
proceed from ſincere and ſpiritual principles. Now: that, cha- 
rity bears ſuch a refletion upon God, and therefore becomes 
aSit.were aduty of the Firſt Table, is intimated by the Wile- 
man Prov.14.31. where it is ſaid, That he that oppreſſeth the 
poor reproacheth his Maker 3 not only by hisa& of diſodedi- 
ence againſt the poſitive Law of God,, who by adding to thus 
duty his divine anySiod, mage that xzoral which was at firſt 
natural , whereby you ſee the Heart is likewiſe neceſlary in 
this duty. Secondly, Neceſſ;:ate precepts ; but alſo Frpeanchy 
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f ſand towards God, having a ſapreme intereſt in all men, 


| bar.elpecially in' the povy and zeedy, and of theſe chiefly in 


them, who together with their outward indigencies are poor 
in ſpirit alſo ; of whom Chriſt ſaith, 1Luth.25.40. In as much 
as ye have done it unto the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. Now if offices of love and charity to our Brethren 
be performed to God, and to Chriſt himſelf ; we knowing 
whom we ſerve, know likewiſe our charity muſt be affeRio- 
nate and fervent as well as operative, and that as you ſee 
Thirdly Neceſſirate meds, as a proper means of ſervice anſwe- 
rable to that God we ſerve. 

Away then 1. With Negative Friend/hips, and Cold Neigh- 
beurhoods , the univerſal practice of this unacharitable Ape, 
wherein Men think they diſcharge their duties ſufficiently in 
this Law of Love, if they do »o wrong, and offer »o violence, 
and are »ot profeſſed Enemies: alas, this is too cold a diſpo- 
ſition for this hot climate of Love ; true charity is a grace that 
puts the heart of a Chriſtian into a fermentation, and a fer- 
vent working of the bowels upon our Brethren : for Love 
teavens the ſoul, as well as Malice, and there is a heat in both, 
only the one is by a fire from Hel, and the other from Hea- 
ven: But this cold indifferency hangs between theſe two 
fires, like the-middle Region between Heayen and Earth, in a 
perpetual froſt, having neither celeſtial grace enough to in- 
kindle the kindly warmth of love ; nor infernal malice, nor 
miſchief enough, or at leaſt not courage, or opportunity, ar 
provocation enough , to blow up the fiery combuſtions of 
wrath and revenges. And yet with ſhamewe may ſpeak itif 
we look into City and Countrey, we ſhall finde this degree of 
charity to be all that is praRiſed in obedience to the whole 
precept of loye;; Nothing but a bare Non-enmity, and a Nezga- 
rive Jriendiq , not fighting, not revenging, not provoking, not 
mjuring; and this is all: which is a diſpoſition that gives to 
Man-but one remove from Wolves, and Beares, for we can- 
not- love- one minute or ſcruple leſſe then this degree, but we 
mult 'degenerateinto plain Savages,.and exerciſe profeſt aQts 


of cruelty and hoſtility one againſt another. And " we - 


* think,ifwe can ſpeak in the Phariſees dialeQ, Not an Extortss 
ner, not a Murderer, not an Enemy, we ſhall be juſtified in this 
law of love,and that we are friends ſufficient to our Brethren. 

Which is the more to be lamented, becauſe it ſeems to be 
not onely a defe& in our prattice, but alſo an error of our judge- 
ments, as appears by our behaviour in moſt ſolemn and ſacred 
ſeverities, to wit, in thoſe great adminiſtrations of Religion 
which call for an exaQt view and examination of every Mans 
ſoul, ſuch as are the holy Sacraments : Wherein Men do im- 
ploy all their ſpiritual labour to approve their Faith to be 
lively and efficacious, and their repezrarce to be truly con- 
trite and humble; their mortifications to be truly mental in 
ſabduing their luſts, and not only in disfiguring their faces, 
and uſing corporal ſeverities. But in this Piricnal ſurveigh, 
when they confider themſelves in this duty of charity ; per- 
baps if they are at open defiance and profeſſed variance with 
any Man, they will think it fit to skin over this feſtering 
ſore with a falle formal reconciliation ; but if you examine 
their charity as to the reſt of their Brethren, they'l ſay, 
& They bear them no ill will, thcy never did them any injuries or 
© wrongs either in perſou, goods, or good names, they never med- 
© led nor made with them, and they are enemies to no Man living; 
and this is the cold negative account they pive of their duty 
towards their Brother, whom God commands them to love 
with as fervent an affetion as they love themſelves : whereas 
if they ſhould be thus negative in the accounts of their othee 
graces , inſtead of coming with their wedding garments to 
Gods Table, they would come ſtark naked. If thy Faith 
ſhould be onely a belief, that thou ſhouldeſt be ſaved, 9: by 
Baal, not by the Idols of the Heathen, not by the Turks Mae 
homet , not by the Jewes Talmnd, not by the Papiſts Legends 
and Traditions: And thy Repentance ſhould be only a tempo- 
rary forbearance of the as of ſin, a »ot being drunk, or »ot 
ſwearing, or zo: ſtealing, or the like, But whileſt thou art 
ſufficiently convinced in thy judgement, that thy fairh ſhould 
be poſitive and /ively, and a firms belief that Jeſus Chriſt is thy 
Saviour, relying with a bold and lively affiance of thy heart, 
upon his promiſes for-life and ſalyation : and alſo that thy re- 
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k Cor.13.1, 


&on and forrow. of foul for fins paſt, and a pioxe parpoſe of 
the heart never to commit the like ſins again: yet in this fer- 
vent duty of charity, if thou canſt ſay I have done »a Man 
wrong, and bear them »o ill will, and am an enemy to »o man 
living, thou thinkeRt in thy own judgement that thou haſt 
faid enough - we may call this indeed a parting off of malice * 
and profeſſed enmity : But it is not, as the Apoltle requires 
Col.3.14. A putting on of charity ; but it is a miſerable and a 
forlorn de:4dation of the ſoul, and a ſtripping it ſtark naked : 
whereas charity, if it be well put on, is a Garment that keeps 
him warm that wears it ; that heart ſhall never feel the ch/- 
eſſe of negative friend{hips, that is truly furniſhed with the 
grace of fervent charity. 

Secondly, away with the falſe and deceitful charity of hz 
Tongue, praftiſed in Court and Countrey, by all who are 
more liberal 'of good words, then either of good wiſhes or good 
deeds, who when their brethrens neceſſities require either 
their parſe, counſel, favour, or intereſt to help them out of 
their preſent diftreſſe ; preſently (in the Apoſtles phraſe) they 
fall co tuning their :#k/szg Cymbals, and give them a liberal 
acknowledgement of all tormer favours, and how joyful they 
ſhould be to make a grateful return of ſo much kindneſfle, and 
profeſle their readineſle to do them any fervice that lies-with- 
13 the compaſſe of their powers; with much more of this. 
French charity. But when it comesto the point of aſſiſtance, 
they. begin to bewail their unhappineſle that they are not able 
to ſerve chem in this one requeſt, either their 0xey is out of: 
the way, or their favour is eclipſed and intereſt abated , or. 
twenty pretended occaſions of importance drawthem another 
way :: and. thus they ſtretch out the expectation of their nee- 
dy brethren, with nothing but the winde of fair words, and. 
leave them as helpleſſe as they found them :- Nay, perhaps at- 
that very time are contriving and meditating ſecret ftrata- 
Hong: how to:ever-reach or undermine them in thoſe very af- 

irs-in/ which. they craved their aſſiſtance: which-is no new 
piece of Courtſhip among great ones, that uſe more flatreries - 
wo. their friends then F=caſſes to their faces ; whereas indeed 
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troubled with ſuch Courtiers, Pal. 


beauty : Holy David was 
55.13. Mime equal, my guide, my arquaintance--- His words 
were ſmoother then butter, and ſofter then ogl, when war was in 
bis heart, verle 21. Which practice is ſo far from fervent cha- 
rity, that *tis fervent malice and fervent envy. | 

Others there are, guilty of a more harmleſſe ſort of chari- 
ty, that will give nothing but the cheap almes of good words 
to him that asks & needs out of the chargeableneſs of the du- 
ty - like S. James's Eleemoſynaries, James 2.16. that lay to 
the naked and to the hwrgry, be ye warmed, and be ye filled, but 
neither give food nor raimen: ; alaſſe what do words profit 
them ? Breath indeed is a cheap dole, but *tis cold and comfort- 
leſſe, it may coo! the naked, but it cannot clothe him ; and 
winde may ſwel the hungry with a falſe expeRation , bur it- 
cannot feed him. There are no words that perform the ends 
of charity, but his, who ſpake the word and Iſrael had bread 
from Heaven, and garments that were not old by wearing; 
even the word of him that feeds the Ravens, and clothes - 
Lilies, by whoſe Word we live more then by our own bread, 
Matth.4.4. Let us therefore love not in word nor in tongue, but 
in deed, and intrwmh, 1 John 3.18. In deed, that our charity: 
may be profitable, and in 1rath, that our charity may be n= 
cere and fexvent. Therefore away in the ſecond place with 
the comfortleſle charity of the Tongue. 

Thirdly, if true charity muſt be fervent, Away with the 
extended charity of the Hand, the charity of Scribes and Pha- 
riſces that give onely: to be ſeen of men ; who although many a 
poor ſoul may have been refreſhed by their. Almes, & clothed in 
their Liveries, and recovered: by their Phyſick; yetat the laſt 
account they will find, they bad as good never have given at 
all, as have given at the {ound of 4a Trumpet for vain-glory 
and applauſe, without any true ſincere charity in their ſoules. 
"ar be-it from me to ſpeak againſt the. poor mans intereſt ; 

;od knowes he.lives in huxger and rags, notwithſtanding all 
1e incomes of charity, yea, though we take in thoſe alſo which | 

;-ortunity Or cuftome, which pride or vain- glory, or any other - 

aariſaical motives of beneficence may biing inito the poor 
mans: 
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band their charity, and that they may at the ſame rate, pur- 
chaſe to their own hearts and conſciences, the true ſatisfaRi- 
on-of Chriſtian and religious benefattogrs, as they nuw give 
to buy onely the ayre of a good name and the vain reputation 
of munificence, It is but onely altering the 4ſpoſit5on of the 
Heart, the Hand hath already learn'd its duty. Andunleſle 
the heart be changed, you may call it vanity and offtentatior, 
but you exceedingly wrong this ſweet and ſpiritual grace of 
Chriſtianity to call it charity. 

And if this ſeems a myſtery and a ſolxciſme againſt the com- 
mon-diale& of the World, to deny almes-4eeds to be charity, 
go and learn the meaning of S. Pauls Paradox, 1 Cor. 13.3. 
That a man may give all his goods to feed the poor, and yet hve 
n0 charity : Or what think you of 7aels kindneſſe to Siſera ? 
who brings her Milk and Butter ina Lordly D.ſhto the faint 
and the weary Captain, and gives him houſe and harbour, 
entertainment, and lodging ; if we did not fee the Nail and 
the Hammer we ſhould be ready enough to call this pure com- 
p+ſſion : but when we read of the fatal effett of this kindneſle, 
how ſhould we wrong the integrity and ſimplicity of this 


"lovely grace; to give to ſuch uſages the name of charity ? And 


when I conſider how many Faels favoxrs are beſtowed in the 
World, only upon a defigne to work in Men the greater con- 
fidence of their fidelity, that ſo they might deſtroy with the 
greater aſſurance and advantage, I cannot but think it high 
time to preach up the charity of the heart : and to tell you 
that the liberality of the hand a/one, is nothing but the price 
of hypocriſie, nay, perhaps, it may be the very pretexts of rrea- 
chery, a piece of Gariey which the Devil practiſed, who had 
good nature enough to offer Chriſt the g/orves of the world, 
when he ſuffered hx»ger and ſolitude in the waſte wilderneſle : 
and theſaxe fon! ſpirit that once thought to make ob curſe 
God by Taking, now tryes whether he can make our Saviour 
bleſſe the Devil by Giving. And even ſuch, and no other, are 
the deceitful charities of the Hand, where the Heart is not 
ſincere and upright : and thus much for reprebenſion. 
Now in one word of Exhortation; if Charity muſt bee fer- 
| vent 


ely tell the rict tho beſt way to buſ- 
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wut, Bee yee then pedbovg or, kindly affefl ioned one towards ans- 


vulgar freindſhip, nor in the outward complements, or uncertain 
j offices of Love; but let your hearts erne over your brothers 
necelſities, and fe/low-feele in all their miſeries : doutleſs Reli- 
gion makes Charity a very ſecret and mentall grace, when it's 
call'd in Scripture by the name of Bowels, Col.3 . 12. Put on 
therefore ( asthe elett of God holy and beloved,) Bowels of mercy : 
and 1n another place, to ſhew us whence every outward a& of 
Charity ſhould proceed, the denyall of aſfiſtance to the poor 
and needy is called a ſhutting up of our Bowels. 1 Joh. 3. 17. 
FWhoſo hath this Worlds good, and ſceth his brother hath need;and 
ſhnutteth up bis bowels of compaſſion from him , how dwelleth the 
tove of God in him ? the holy Ghoſt in this place takes no notice 
of any of thoſe equivocal preduttions of Charity , which may 
proceed either from cufome gmportanity or vain-glory;account- 
ing no ourward office of Love worth naming , bac what pro- 
ceeds from open bowels, that is, from a Chriſtian rend?r compaſ- 
fon of our Brethrens needs. If yee wil but change the name 
and call Charity, Love ; you will ſoon ſee the neceſſity of the 
heart 1n this duty : love being an affefion ever naturally fixed 


their haxds , or to love with their tongues, as it is to ſee with 
their ears, or hear with their eyes. Which ſecret and ſacred ſeat 
of this divine grace, the holy Apoſtle evidently diſcovers, 


good Conſcience and faith unfained : Outward offices of love, 


hand:,but the true Apoftolical Chriſtian Love, is Charity out 
of a prue heart : Excellently expreſſed by God, 1/a. 58. 10. 
where he calls it a drawing out of the ſoul to the hungry;itis not 
ſo much a drawing out of our treaſures , our cr#iſe , and. our 
Barrel, but wee muſt ſer our ſouls on broach', and draw ont 


even the fecrer compaſſions, and cernings of our own bowels - 


over the neceilities of our needy brethten ; and by this means 


ef this World, thonſhalt diſcover a rich'fo#nt ain of Love, ſuf- 


ther with brotherly love; telt not in the cold formalities of A*9m-12-- 


and ſeated there ; and its as improper for men to /ove with 
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1 T:m.1.5. Where hee calls ic Charity out of a pure heart, a 


where they are found alone, are but Charity's out of #ncleanc 


how ſlender and narrow ſoever thy ſhare is of the good things 


ficient to anſwer albthe neceſſities of thy brethren; for where» - 
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IE but the. overflowing Fountain of (briſtiaz 
pity, and compaſſion in the good mans heart , ſhall never bee 
drawn dry; for ſo ſaith the Text,yv. 11.1f chox draw oxt thy ſoul 
to the hungry, then thow ſhalt bee as a ſpring of waters, whoſe was 
ters fay! not : which leads us to the laſt conſtrution of 
"Aim «x]eviis protended or laſting Charity. 

Which is the third dimenſion of this grace, to wit, the 
length of it. True Chriſtian Charity to our brother, doth not 
live and diewith our own ends and intereſts, ic doth not laſt 
till our turnes are ſerved, nor ceaſe upon any perſonal indigni- 
ties or diſobligements , but ir is in the Philoſophers phraſe, 
pertinax bonitas , a grace, which as no worldly inducements 
wrought in us, ſo no worldly diſcouragement, can 4/aſt, but it 
is Adm ix]eriis, lafting and perpetnal Charity ; which conſtru- 
Rion of the word, I need not crave aide of profane Authors to 
juſtifie, Rouge Szidas and others Togenty uſe it for jugs 
and aſſid#«s;but I can give you exprels Scripture for it, A#.12. 

. Peter was kept in Priſon , and Tpoowyy ix]eris iy aerowirn, &e, 
it.is not tranſlated fervent prayer , But Prayer without: cea- 
ſing was made by the Church to God for him : and if aegowys 
x7wis bee Prayer without ceaſing, ſurely *Azam ex]eris may bee 
tranſlated, as well , Charity =aE ceaſing, not concluded by 
our own intereſts or our Brothers diſcourtcſies,but it ought to 
bee a perpetual and a durable duty , like our Saviours, who 
when he loves us once,hee loves us unto the end, 7oh. 13.10. 

The cauſe of all the difſoJutions or corruptions of natural bo- 
dies ariſeth from the fighting and yictory of contrary princi- 
ples, which is the reaſon we ſay in Philoſophy, That Ged 
who is a /imple bejng muſt needs be Ezernal. Now though n4- 
tural charity like »atwral bodies, is deſtroy'd by contraries, by 
an #nworthy reproach, or an ungrateful returns or an uncivil 
affront, or any other perſonal injury ; yet that charity which 
is a Chriſtian grace, is, exercis'd and improv'd by ſuch tryals ; 
it can; take pleaſure, in reproaches, and: joy 1m perſecutions ; it 
can love exexes, and bleſſe perſecutors, and pray for the; ſpight- 
fol and malicious. miy]e lyus mif]e valve and therefore the 
next word is 3a] inig]u 1 Cor, 13-78. It ſwffereth eAll 


things, 
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rity never faileth : and how can we imagine that any thing 
can deſtroy that which even Enemies improve. 

Bur ſecondly God and Nature ſeem to have conſpired to 
make this grace perpetuall ; In differences of Religions we ſay 
Nulli ſunt taliter diſcrepantes, &c. No Men are of ſuch diffe- 
rent opinions, but they agree in ſome cotnmon principles, out 


* - of which arguments may be drawn to bring all at laſt to unity 


of judgement in the ſame truth. Thus the Chri#ian and the 
Atheiſt agree in the Book of Nature ; the Chriſtian and the 
Zew inz the Old Teſtament, and the Reformed Chriſtian and 
the Papiſt in the New Teſtament : and fo long as there is a 
Third thing wherein they agree, there is at leaſt a poſſibility of 
union} Even after the fine manner hath God provided for 
the working and perpetuating the unity of affeQions by this 
grace of charity ; in as much as there cannot be any ſort of 
people of ſuch an alienated eſtate from us, but there is ſome 
Relation in which they agree with us, and ſo long as any rela- 
tion continues, even ſo long our love mult exdure. 

Bur thoa wilt ſay 'cis true, ſuch or ſuch an one was once my 
Brother in ſincere and holy profeſſion, but now he hath broke 
that relation and turned prophane and diſſolute : yet love him 
ſtill, for, he is thy Brother- Proteſtant : Nay, but he bath fur- 
ther Apoſtatiz'd even to Papal ſuperſtition, and ſo hath bro- 
ken that Relation alſo; yes, love bim ſtill, for he is yet thy 
Brother-Chriftian : Nay, but he is as bad as bad may be, he is 
degenerated into plain eAtheiſn, and ſo hath violated all 
Relations ; yes, love him ſtill, for he is yet thy Brother-Crea- 
fare, nay, thy Brother-Aar, and hath more of the lineameats 
and image of God in him then all the unreaſonable creatures 
of the world beſides; and whatſoever is of Godin him, even 
- that he is thy Brother, and in chat the fir Osjet of thy 
charity. | 

This argyment is excellently purſued by the Stoick , r12y 
we3.y waa Wo Tyr nab, a5 every thing, fo every perſon hath two 
hanales, or two capacities; and ifthy charity cannotlay hold 
on the one, yet may it ecafily on the other : as for inſtance, 
ſaith he, Thy Brother hath injured thee ; in 'this caſe do _ 
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things, it endureth All things, and therefore it followes, Cha+ 
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capacity in which thou canſt nt bear him, dvd infor waver, | NN 
Inddhogds, $7 ow/Tgo@&-, but rather under this relation as he is- F 
itt Brother, Op of the ſame Mother, nu nurſed. with the ſam | 
k, d iſcipbge 10 the ame faq Iy, yay, &c.. and fo ſhalt} 
ND av ii in that whore ks which thy charity will 
well bear him. 

But Thirdly true charity is durable, becauſe it hath the di/- 
cerning faculty to diſtinguiſh berween the perſonand the falt : 
ſo that NW difobligements that are 2M) againſt love, are 
wewey of as the gs of the perſon, but of his evil d; ſpo-; 
fition,, and proceeding not from his nature, but from the cor 
rpios Of his nature: By which meanes all the provocation 
offered againſt the endeerments of charity, are received a 
extrin ck. to that relation un which we love our Brother, an 
therefore carr do no prejudice,nor offer any, violence'to the i ing 9 
tegrity or.conſtancy of this afteRion. we 
Marc.Anton, Which was a conſideration that ſerved to pacifie the paſſ 
18.Set.11. gns of a Heathen Emperour under the ungratefal and perverſe 
uſages. 0 evil Mey, when he conſideredthaz they had ſuch 
depraved. apprebenſiong of good and evil, of pleaſures an 

rich, of honous apd.ignominy, ot life and geath, ants 3 
F} I fivon yas lien, he'y 76 NN nramm.3 I ſhall not ShLaFet (taith 
6) mat. think it. # range thing, if ſuch a man commits ſuch 
evil ations, WO. wits, q injuſtice OL viglence, of i intemperance 
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Ply ſiciavs, we ſhall reſpe& 2nd /love the perſon whileſt we 
ſeek to' cure his diſeaſe: and like:good: Pilors ina Tempeſt, | | 
we-ſhall not fret at the cauſe, but ſhall conſider how to bear : 
up our ſelves with meekneſſe, wiſdom, and ſecurity under'it : | 
and by this meanes our charity towards our Brethren will be- | 
come very conſtant and durable. Which is much according to 
our Saviours doctrine, Lake 17.44: who teacheth: us , that: 
though our Brothers behaviour be never ſounworthy towards 
us, yet we muſt continue to love and forgive, even as oft en: ae 
Le offends. But if we once begin to ſtint onr affe@ion, and 
come to S. Peters ſeven times, Matth.18.21, it is an evident: 
ſigne that our love is but oral, or rather baſe and mercenary ;. 
and not that »oble, free, and gexerous' grace.of Chriſtian cha- 
rity in the Text, for that is* Azelay ix]evig 4 protended and a dn-. 
rable Grace. | 
And thus have we finiſhed the Third part of our Text, the 
Dnalification of the duty, ſhewing you out of-this one word 
*x]+195 both the extenſion, imtenſiox and proterſion of Chriſtian 
Charity. | [a3 . 
The Fourth and Laſt particular, is the R ectprocation of -the 
duty &; tauris eAmong your ſelves: The Love of Gods chil- 
dren us no ſingle ſolitary att, but #t conſists in returnes and mutu- 
al commerces : Let us love one another. 1 John 4. 7. Bee kindly 
affettioned one to another, Rom. 12.10, ' This ts rhe meſſage that 
we heard from the beginning, that we (hould love one another: 
x John 3.11. and ſo again v. 23. and indeed, where is not re« 
ciprocation required whereever. the holy Ghoſt treats upot 
4 this ſubje& of Love ? The Apoſtle calls it Co/.3. 14. The Bond 
4 - of perfeflion, even ſucka;bond that knits the whole world to- 
* - gether, and the world to God ; with whom: wee cannot ſay 
wherein a reciprocation is allowable, but only in Love ; If hee 
thaftiſethus, we are hnmbled, and reformed ; ithe loads us with 
his bleſſorgs, we prayſe and give thanks; if hee Threatens, wee 
trewble;ithe commands,we obey, ; But if he /2ves us, he deſires 
nothing more, then that we ſhould love him again. And as is 
our love to God, even ſuch ſhould bee our love to our neigh- 
dbours, ever anſwered and cheriſhed with gratefull reciprocal 
returnes : God hath not placed us in Socaeries, like ores in 4 
TL F 2 heap, 


ere 


hrap, whiere there is nothing - but reſeryedneſs aad confuſion ; 
bur like coals upon a well-builc Fire, not that we ſhould re- 
cain a churliſh, ſtupid and reſerved moroſity, to our brethren, 
and be no more-communicative then. ſenſcleſs ſtones; but the " 
fervency of our Charity ſhould helpto exkindle the ſame affe- 
ion in our brethren, and.ſo conſpire into one glorious flame 
of divige love. Never ſay, that ſome men are not combuſtible 
by this holy fire,through the churl;/hxe/s of the:r diſpoſitions, 
and.che uncempliance of their natures, whom no kindneſs can 
win, nor courteſies oblige ; but follow-S:zeca's counſell, and 
try the event, cinge ingratum Beneficiis, ut qurcung, ſe 'vertit 
| memoriam ni fugiens , 1bi te videat : beſiege ſucha one round with 
| favours and inſtances of Love, if oxe courteſy wil not gain him, 
| try a Secord,and a Third and faurth, till thou haſt fo beſer hins 
| with the teſtimonies of thy love , that hee ſhall bee able to turm 
| himſelf no wayes from thee, but even there hee ſhall find hee. Er 
| wncit malos pertinax bonit as, and thou ſhalt find that a r:ſo/»te 
obſtinate goodneſs, wil at laſt overcome the moſt perverſe di- 
ſpoſition : Methinks the holy Apoſtle gives us the very ſame 
+BY encouragement under the ſame alluſion, Rem. 12.20. If thy 
| exemy hunger, feed him, if ke thirft, give him drink, for in ſo d;— 
| ing, thowſhalt heap coals of fire upon his head ( that is.) in the 
ſeace of ſome Expoſitors, by multiplying adts of kindneſs upon 
thy adverſary, thou ſhalt ar the laſt enkindlein him the 
| | ſame kind affetion towards thee, as thou haſt towards him, 
| and fo mutually conſpire in this holy flame of love, : 
=But ſtay a-while, methinks is i/ov5-ſpeaks more then a bare 
| | reciprocation; and rather exhorts us to an Efþ:cial and Appro- | 
[| priate reciprocation ; Before, to wit, in the 3. verſe, the Apo- 
| ſtle ſpake of their converſation, in times paſt among the Gen- | 
| | riles,when they walked in laſcivieuſmefs, luits,exce,s of Wins, &c: 
| but here hee ſpeaks of them ,, as received in to the faith of 
Chrift, and admitted into the Church-ot God , and now bee 
| fare yon have Charity among your ſelves; Sons Of the fume Fa- 
| ther., members of the ſame Church , firinkled: with the [ane 
[ | Baptiſme, nursd by the ſame M niftery, ſucking the: milke :6f 
| the ſeme Word, [anfiificd by the [ame Spirit , ſaved by the ſame 
1 ES 1 $; Bee ſure bave Charity among your ſelves: —_— ; 
| world, | 
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7 Innocent 1.,00e- Fealt. 
world, Rom. 12.18. It comes in with an If it bee poſcible,and as 
much. asin you lies : but as to the holy Church of. God , with- 
out any 1f*s at_all , bee ſure , and Above all things have 
Charity among your ſelves. : 

Gods Church and People next and immediately under God 
himſelf,are the higheſt and moſt precious i»tereft in the world; 
And as for thepretervation-and good-of the common beeing of 
nature, the God of nature hath ordered, that every ſingle b.- 
ing, ſball upon occaſion forſake its own proper #nclination 


for the benefit of the natural Univerſe : ſo in a higher degree, 


toſhew the prerogative of the ſacred body of Sainzs in the 
region of Religion, God hath made even the Lawes of common 
Nature, to bee ſuperſeded for their behoof and ſervice; Thus 
did hee when hee made the Rock flow, the Sun return, The Sea 
. divide, the fire not ro burn, the Lions not to devour , the Viper 


not to fting, and many inſtances: of the like nature to ſhew vs, 


how even by the inſtitution and.ſecret inſtint from God, the 


mere ſenſitive and inanimate Creatures, do with all readineſs - 


forſake their own natures and inclinations, to love and ſerve the 


more ſacred Intereſt of Gods Church and People : And ſhall the + 
Rock give water to /ſrae! ? and ſhall wee, more obdurate then : 
Rocks, deny a cup of cold water to-one of Chrifts Diſciples? - 


. Shall rhe raging Seas bee a wall and Bulwark of proteRion to 
Gods People? and. ſhall Torremtes Belial,the lood of wicked men 
betray & overwhelm them? Shal the lavage Lions be a guard to 
Gods Daniels ? and ſhal more cr#e/mandevour them ? what..a 


ftrange,wild, ſavage Creature is this Beat call'd man ? thatis . 


leſs concern'd'in the good and welfare of Gods Church and . 


People, then either Rocks, or Seas, of Lions. 

I find St..Paxl, . Philem.12. call OneſimusPbilemons ſervant) 
his own Bowels, and even ſuch is every Chriſtian to his Chri- 
ſtian Brother in the womb of Gods Chxrch, and therefore un- 
charitable diyifions among ſuck brethren, are no better then 


' fpiritual convulſions in our own Brwels,which many times prove - 


as mortall,as painful Diſeaſes, even to the rine of that Chiarch - 


that endures them : Iam not come hither to bee a» wrwelcom 


Prophet in a day of g/adneſs; I ſhall only tell you what I find: : 
in:the Goſpel, Marr-24.12. where ane great ſigue of the de- 
ſtruſtion: 
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- Way ball wax "cold ; anidtruly, 1 know not a more ſad 'fatall 
- prolage ofthe davger of Religion,and downfall of aCharchgthen 
the unnatulal fomenting of Schiſmes, Faltions, and animoſitirs 
berwten Brethren of the ſame faith and profeſſion ; when theſe 
. things come topoſs, then dows goes the Temple, The ſincere pro- 
ſeſſion of Godlineſs rroden under-foor, and Religion made no 0- 
-ther uſe of} but to engage Parties, and give names to fattions. , 
'-*Wherefore to conclude all , if wee bear goodwell to 510, 
if wee tender the honor ef God,or welfare of Religion”, or the 
Peace and quiet of o#r ow» ſoxls, let us purſue with all holy and 
devour Zeal, after this grace of Chriſtian Charity ('if ir bee 
- poſubtz) with all ex ; but'above all things, amox#iF oar ſelve;. 
And then what ever our corporal provifionsſhall this day bee, 
4t.15 this holy Love that will bee our good Cheer, Whereby 
our Feaſt wil deſerve the ſame Encomium which Hugo de San- 
GoViftore gives of the Feaſt of a pood Conſcience, It wil bee - | 
Titwlis Rebipioniis, Templum Solomons, Ager Benediftionss, Har * 
Fark. Vitor tut deliciarumsy candium Angelorums Arca faderis, Anla Dai, 
KF. de ima ib. wo Hiabiraoulum Spirits Santi. It will bee as the Titlecand 
> S.cofolls., 'profpett of Religion, the Temple of Solomon, the Field of Bleſsing, 
| "the Gardenof Delights, the joy of Angels , the Ark, of the ( ove- 
nant, the ( owrt of God, and the habitation of the boly Spirit ; unto 
whom with the Father and the Son bee aſcribed all honor;glo- 
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: ry and Praife, Obedience and adofation, now, andfor ever- 
eadrE; * Aiwen. & 
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